Third Sunday after Epiphany
January 24, 2010
Worship 8:00 and 10:30

GATHERING FOR WORSHIP

Prelude

* Call to Worship
One: The Creator of the universe bids us come and worship.

All: In awe and reverence, with eager anticipation, we gather to worship.

One: The joy of God is our strength, today and always.
All:  The Spirit of the Lord is upon us.

* Gathering Hymn “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You” #4

* Call to Confession

Standing in the presence of the Holy One, we begin to recognize how far we have
wandered from Divine truth. We like to think that we are open to the Spirit of God,
calling us to live in God’s realm, but we know we resist. Let us openly and honestly
confess.

* Prayer of Confession

Come to us, Eternal One, as a Spirit of clarity and vision, helping us to see
the ways we have rebelled against your calling to us. In our humanity, we
sometimes become set in our ways. In our fear, we can be reluctant to
break out of familiar routines. God, for all the times we have cut off the
dreams, the hopes, or the vision of your Realm, which is in our midst, but
not yet, we are truly sorry. Open us to hear your Word as it comes to offer
good news, proclaim release, set free, and announce the time of your favor.
Forgive us for resisting the prompting of your Spirit.

* Silent Reflection

* Words of Hope

Indeed the Spirit of God is upon us. This is the Lord’s day. We are God’s people.
The joy of God is our strength. Thanks be to God!



OPENING OURSELVES TO THE VOICE OF GOD

Song of Petition "Open the Eyes of My Heart”

The Scripture Lesson Nehemiah 8:1-3, 9:10
I Corinthians 12:12-13, 27
St. Luke 4:14-21

Chancel Choir Anthem "Rain Down on Me” Ruth Elaine Schram

A Time for Young Christians

(Prayer requests and guest forms will be collected by ushers at the side aisles.)

The Morning Message "Outlooks and Agendas”

* Hymn "In Haiti, There is Anguish” (Tune #190)

In Haiti, there is anguish that seems too much to bear;

A land so used to sorrow now knows even more despair.

From city streets, the cries of grief rise up to hills above;

In all the sorrow, pain and death, where are you, God of Love?

A woman sifts through rubble, a man has lost his home,

A hungry, orphaned toddler sobs, for she is now alone.

Where are you, Lord, when thousands die—the rich, the poorest poor?
Were you the very first to cry for all that is no more?

O God, you love your children; you hear each lifted prayer!
May all who suffer in that land know you are present there.
In moments of compassion shown, in simple acts of grace,
May those in pain find healing balm, and know your love’s embrace.

EXPRESSING OUR FAITH

Joining Our Voices in Prayer

As the images of sorrow and grief, destruction and chaos, poverty and death in Haiti
continue to be thrust before our eyes, yet we dream of a different world—a world
where everyone has enough. May your Word continue to call us to live simply and
justly, so that others may simply live. (Silence)

Ezra, the priest of ancient Israel, continues to remind your children of every
generation, Glorious God, that the joy of the Lord is their strength. Help us to
celebrate the beauty of your creation by walking lightly on this earth, serving as
caretakers of your gift. Continue to open our hearts and our arms to the hurting, the
broken and the lost of this world, making your compassion and love known to an



ever-widening circle of our sisters and brothers. May we be inspired to be a loving
fulfilment of all that is possible when your children walk with You, Great God of
Grace.

Be near each of us now, as we share our personal prayers for your world, those we
love, and ourselves.

(Silent and spoken prayers may be added by the congregation.)

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

Giving Our Tithes and Offerings

* Offertory Response (Tune #148)

Bring gifts of incense, gold, and myrrh; come, join in jubilation;

The Holy Child, though meek and mild, has come with God’s salvation.
Raise, raise the song on high, the mother sings her lullaby;

Haste, haste your praise to bring the babe, the child of Mary!

*Offering Prayer

GOING FORTH TO WITNESS
* Closing Hymn "I Am the Light of the World" #584
* Benediction

* Musical Postlude



