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Abundant Vitality  
By Donna Stewart 

 

Our church is in the midst of a renovation project, but more importantly we are in the 
midst of a revitalization project. The renovation project has required a lot time and effort 
from the long range planning committee. There were many phases between gathering ideas 
and the actual construction we now see. It took optimism, patience, and perseverance from 
those members to believe it and then see it through. 

 

The revitalization project is also well underway. Although the upgrades may not be as  
visible, there are signs of new vitality all around our church. Vitality cannot be                
accomplished by a dedicated committee however.  It is up to each one of us to be a vital 
member and bring energy, optimism, and renewed joy to serving God in our church.         
In Claude’s Doubting Thomas message a few Sundays ago, it really made me think when 
he said “Jesus always wants to resurrect somebody, but not everyone wants to be            
resurrected.”  Thankfully, here at UCC of Hummelstown, we have decided that we do want 
to be resurrected.  
 

What is vitality? To me it is life’s essential energy. It is nurturing what we already have to 
make it function better in order to fulfill its purpose.  Our vital organs are the ones we     
cannot live without. When we exercise, diet, or do some other program to improve our 
health, we feel new energy; we are full of vitality.  Vitality is the opposite of neglect.  
 

I think this is similar to the vitality program going on in our church. Our physical bodies    
require our attention to maintain good health. Likewise, as the body of Christ, it is          
important that we give attention to our spiritual lives to expect a healthy church.  One      
approach is our small group gatherings. We ask very fundamental questions: why we 
choose to come to church, why we choose to be Christians, how we like to serve, what do 
we need from the church and other members, what do we give, and so on. The discussions 
are full of spiritual nourishment.  Hopefully, everyone who is not currently connected to a 
small group can try out this part of the vitality process. It is rejuvenating. 
 

One last thought that is on my heart; I believe we are blessed to be led by Claude, a Pastor 
who takes the time to know us, find our strengths and always strives to expand our      
spiritual vitality.�
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Anyone wishing to serve as 
greeter, usher, liturgist, or 
with the children, please  
contact Pastor Dencler.  
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 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9   

7:30 Vitality Team 
10 11 12 13 

14 
Communion Sunday 

15 16 

10:30-12:00 WTT 

7:30 Vitality Team 

17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 

 

24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 
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7:00 Caring Friends 
7:00 Boy Scouts  

7:30 Hummelstown 
Comm Singers 

7:00 Boy Scouts  
7:30 Hummelstown 

Comm Singers 

7:00 Consistory  
7:00 Boy Scouts  

7:30 Hummelstown 
Comm Singers 

7:00 Boy Scouts  
7:30 Hummelstown 

Comm Singers 

7:00 Boy Scouts  
7:30 Hummelstown 

Comm Singers 

Wedding Rehearsal 
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Ashley Heckman’s 
Wedding 

10:30-12:00 Walk-
ing/Talking Together   
(WTT)                  
7:30 Vitality Team�

Penn Central Conference 
Meeting 
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