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MISSIONARY  UPDATE:  Dr. Teresa Henry 
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The ����� ��
�� ��		����� ��
�� ��		����� ��
�� ��		����� ��
�� ��		 ���� will be 

set up in the main Sunday School 

room after the “Hanging of the 

Greens.” Gloves, scarves, hats and 

socks can be placed on the tree up 

until December 24 th. Clothing will be 

taken to the Bethesda Mission        

dur ing  the  week fo l lowing         

Christmas. Please give as 

generously as your heart   

allows ��

��
�	���������-����0�
��
�#���   

 
Hummelstown United Church of Christ  plans to participate in the Angel Tree Project 

again this year. This involves buying gifts for children of folks who are incarcerated. 

The gift is given in the name of the absent parent/grandparent and provides a         

connection with the child that the prisoner may not otherwise have. When you get the 

name of the child you will be expected to contact the his/her caregiver and get a list of items the child 

wants or, in some cases, needs.  It is up to you how much you wish to spend, but one or two        

modestly priced gifts are adequate.  We will have a party for the children here at the church in which 

you are invited to participate, if you wish.  For the children who cannot attend, provisions are made for 

delivery of the gifts by volunteers.  Carole hopes to have the Angel Tree, with children's names and 

contact information, available by the 2nd week of November and, also at that time to have a date when 

gifts should be at the church. If you have questions, please contact Carole Hoover at 564-7797. 
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A beautiful story was shared with us  -  one that seems appropriate to repeat in this 

holiday season.  It is also a fitting introduction to a brand new ministry which is 

being explored here in our church  -  a Bereavement Ministry.  Many thanks to 

Donna Haase for sharing information about this ministry with church members on two occasions!  There will be 

more announcements about this later!     And now,  The Story. . .  

 

A woman walked into a grocery store, lacking her usual enthusiasm for shopping, as well as eating the food she was 

about to purchase.  You see, her husband of 60 years died, and they had shopped together regularly at this 

store.  Her fondest memory was how he would slip away while she was busy looking for things, and return with a 

bouquet of 3 yellow roses, her favorite.  As she stood in front of the meat counter trying to select a small steak, 

she recalled her husband's enjoyment of eating a succulent steak.  Oh, she had so many memories. 

 

Suddenly, a woman came up beside her and selected a large pack of T-bone steaks, which she placed in her cart.  

She hesitated and put them back, saying that at those prices, she could no longer afford to buy them.  The griev-

ing woman told her of her loss, encouraging her to buy the steaks, and to cherish every moment she had with 

her husband.  The woman heeded her advice, placed the steaks in her cart, and off she went. 

 

The elderly woman continued to go through the motions of shopping, and as she approached the front of the store, 

she saw the woman she met at the meat counter walking toward her, with a smile on her face. 

 

She was carrying a beautiful bouquet of yellow roses, which she placed in her hands.  She wanted to thank her, but 

found herself speechless.  She could barely see, the tears streaming down her face. She looked at the beautiful 

roses nestled in green tissue wrapping, and found the experience unbelievable.  How could she know?  She    

hadn't told her about the roses. 

 

Suddenly, the answer seemed so very clear.  She wasn't alone after all, and whispered, "Oh, you haven't forgotten 

me, have you?  You're still with me, and you sent this woman angel to remind me." 

 

We must pass through the valley of the shadow of discouragement, denial, doubt, and darkness before we emerge 

into the light of "something more".  The "something mores" are the beautiful God incidences that allow us to 

glimpse God’s incredible grace.  May the roses in December help you to remember the fragrances of your life, 

and pause with reflection and gratitude this holiday season and always. May their scent fill your heart with peace, 

love, joy, and gladness. 

 

Blessings to you and your families this Holiday Season! 
 

Grace Laubach, RN and Ruth Bernitsky, RN 

Congregational Health Ministry Coordinators 
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