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WORSHIPPING

TOGETHER

OPEN AND AFFIRMING
COVENANT

“My command is this:
Love each other as |
have loved you.”

-John 15:12

Recognizing there are
those who have known
the pain of
discrimination in the
church and society,
we invite everyone to
experience God's love
here. The United
Church of Christ of
Hummelstown affirms
all persons are created
in the image of God
and so welcome the
full inclusion of all
people in the
communion, life, and
ministries of this
community of faith
seekers. We celebrate
and embrace diversity
of faith journey,
economic status,
sexual orientation,
gender identity, race,
national origin, age,
relationship status,
physical or mental
ability, and political
affiliation. We proclaim
this statement of
inclusion — no matter
who you are or where
you are on life’s
journey, you are
welcome here!

Welcome

If you are new, we hope you feel connected to the
community created here. Each pew holds an information
sheet about our congregation, and details on service
elements. If you need assistance for any reason, please

ask an usher.
Worship online: YouTube.com/@hummelstownucc

Worship in person: Settle in and engage the spirit.

Large Print Bulletins are available from an usher if you
prefer. Bold Type indicates you are invited to read, in unison
aloud.

Hymns are included at the end of the bulletin, and in the
hymnals in the pews.

Offerings & Gifts are always welcome, for your use a plate is
placed at either entrance to the sanctuary. A QR code is
included if you prefer to give online.

Prayer requests and communication cards are available on
the clipboards in the pews. Please place in the offering
plates. If you would like your prayer spoken in service,
please give to the pastor before worship begins.

Children & Youth Jesus loved kids and loves yours, so we
invite kids to be kids, whether they are wiggly, giggly or
quiet. A rocking chair and changing table, activity kits,
crayons and paper are always available at the back of the
sanctuary. Move, groove and be part of the spirit!

Communion is ALWAYS open to all. (Typically offered on the
2nd Sunday monthly) Bread is gluten and main allergen free,
and cups are grape juice. If you have allergy concerns
please speak with the pastor or ushers. Personal sealed
packages are available.

Spirit Stick Our congregation participates in Relay for Life
and won the spirit contest so will have the Big PURPLE stick
you see up front until June 2027. We honor with prayer and
thanksgiving those affected by cancer, researchers,
medical professionals and caregivers everywhere.

WHO WE ARE & WHO WE ARE STRIVING TO BE:

We are a vibrant and progressive Christian community
embracing inclusivity and diversity with all who seek to enrich
their spiritual journey. Using the teachings of Jesus Christ & the

Still Speaking God, we seek to engage the world through
worship, education, ministry, mission and love.
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Building Community...
WELCOME

OPENING MEDITATION

When have you experienced an “*embodied love” through someone’s
actionse Can you describe how it made you feele

Can you name some examples from your experience of the difference
between “othering” and “neighboring?”

PRELUDE "O Love That Will Not Let Me Go" George Matheson

CALL TO WORSHIP

One: Wherever two or three are gathered, Jesus’s presence abides.
Many: What we see, as the disciples did, was Jesus serving others.
One: And we are asked to do the same.

Many: Even, and perhaps especially, in times of distress,

One: Jesus invites us to move toward others, not away.

Many: We are called to see those around us as Jesus sees them.
One: As neighbors,

Many: As neighbors.

One: Not “others.”

Many: Not “others.”

HYMN “We Worship You, God" #26

PRAYER OF TRANSFORMATION

Many: Forgive us when we turn away for the sake of self-preservation. Help
us to embrace that loving one another is the way to abundant life. Even
though it feels like a difficult thing to do, help us to see-not look away, help
us to serve-not judge, help us to reach out-not pull back, help us to risk
reciprocal relationship so all will know we are followers of Jesus, Lover of All.

One: In this moment we ponder those we find difficult to understand, that
we consider “others”...

(in this moment of space, listen for where you are being called to challenge
your assumptions)

and in this moment we imagine them as neighbors who, like us, have needs
and fears and the desire for safety, sustenance, and love.

Many: Jesus, in your name we pray for the strength to love and serve,
as you loved and served. Amen.



WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Know that God loves you. From the very beginning God's loving mercy has
been poured out upon you. God loves you like a parent embracing you.
God watches over you, guiding you each day. You are forgiven; forgive
others. You are restored; restore others. You are reconciled with God; be
reconciled with others, in the name of the Creator, Redeemer, and
Sustainer. Amen

PASSING OF THE PEACE

Greet those around you with a hi, hello, wave, hug or greeting as we pass
the peace around the church!

HYMN

Praise God, Praise God all you blessed children
God is Love, God is Love

Praise God, Praise God all you blessed children
God is Love, God is Love

MESSAGE FOR YOUNGER DISCIPLES

All families, kids or those young at heart are welcome to come forward for a
moment of connection af the altar

HYMN This is My Commandment
This is My commandment that you love one another that your joy may be full

This is My commandment that you love one another that your joy may be full
That your joy may be full, That your joy may be full.

This is My commandment that you love one another that your joy may be full

Opening to the Spirit's call...

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

One: Prayer is connection and conversation with the Holy Divine One who is
Love and calls us to love. Whenever we come to any table—whether the
Lord’s table, the kitchen table, dining table, or picnic table, we make the first
step toward life-giving conversations. We answer the call of Jesus to see one
another as worthy of connection. And so on this World Communion Sundavy,
let us prepare our hearts for prayer by being reminded that love comes from
God. We pray for the people of .... (each region will be named)

Response: May they be strengthened in faith, justice, and hope. ...

One: We pray for the people of every place whose names we know—and
those we do not.

Many: May we be strengthened together as one body of Christ.



We pray for...Carole Hoover; Deb Skinner; Gail Lee; Mindy Shank; Pam
Bayalan; Jo Sweigart;
Please continue to pray for those shared on the prayer wall by the organ. If
you have prayer concerns to offer today in worship, please speak directly
with the pastor.

LORD'S PRAYER

Many: Our Creator/Mother/Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

ANNOUNCING OUR MISSIONS & MINISTRY

CENTERING ON OUR GENEROSITY

One: Praise be to God who calls us to imagine and believe that another
world is possible. God of all fimes and all places, remind us of the world as
You intend it: free from hunger, poverty, violence, and oppression. Help us to
find new ways to share our gifts with those in need of them most.

MUSICAL REFLECTION “And Can It Be That | Should Gaing™
Thomas Campbell

SUNG RESPONSE (Tune #780) All gifts are welcome.

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; For online gifts:

Praise God, all creatures here below; E, E
Praise God for all that love has done :
[=]F:

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION Hummelstownucc.org/give
Many: Praise the One who calls us into covenant with one another. Deliver
these our gifts to the work of bringing hope and wholeness to all our
neighbors. Embolden us, O God, to imagine and believe that another world
is possible! Amen.

Discerning through Story...

GOSPEL John 13:33-35, 14:1-7

Jesus said, Little children, | am with you only a little longer. You will look for
me, and as | said tfo the Jews so now | say to you, ‘Where | am going, you
cannot come.’ | give you a new commandment, that you love one another.
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Just as | have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my
Parent’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would |
have told you that | go to prepare a place for youe And if | go and prepare
a place for you, | will come again and will take you to myself, so that where |
am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where | am
going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going.
How can we know the way?2"” Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth
and the life. No one comes to the Creator except through me. If you know
me, you will know God also. From now on you do know God and have seen
God.”

SERMON Neighboring Pastor Beth Rogers
Coming Together at the Table...
HYMN “Let Us Break Bread Together” #330

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Vision of Compassion, Giver of Grace, You Who Shares Love like breathing,
You Who Restores us to one another, we come to the table today with great
thanks that You are our Creator, our Redeemer, our Sustainer.

SHARING THE ELEMENTS
The Bread of Life and the Cup of a New Covenant

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Many: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered around the world at a table of
unity, and on these gifts of bread and fruit of the vine. Make them be for us
the love of Christ, the Vine, so that we may be for the world the branches of
love. By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in
ministry to all the world. Amen.

Going Forth with God’s Love!
CLOSING HYMN  “They'll Know We Are Christians By Our Love” insert
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE Ist Time in Unison. 2nd Time a Round.

Love, Love, Love, Love. The Gospel in a word is Love.
Love your sister and your brother. Love, Love, Love.



Today in worship -
Liturgist: Carol Hebel Tech: Jim Anderson-Greenover
Ushers: Linda Sellers, Jo Sweigart

Altar flowers are placed in memory of Victor V. Grubb
under the Victor V. Grubb Trust.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
of®

CANDY COLLECTION We are starting our Halloween candy collecting! There
will be a specifically marked bin in the back of the sanctuary! Thank youl!

Pastor Beth Out of Office October 7-10% Due to a wedding, Pastor Beth will be out of
office Wednesday -Saturday this week. If you need assistance, please contact
Joanie in the office 8-2 Tuesday-Thursday. Or contact Pastor Beth directly by cell
phone for urgent matters.(541-954-8343)

JIM THORPE EXCURSION DAY SATURDAY OCTOBER 17t Sign up to carpool over to Jim
Thorpe for a fun day of riding the train, checking out the town and sightseeing. Train
is $22 per adult, $9 children, Free for kids under 2.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT UPCOMING EVENTS

October 11t; at St. Thomas UCC in Linglestown Harrisburg Association Fall Meeting
Attend the Fall meeting of the association as a representative of Hummelstown UCC.
Talk with Pastor Beth for more details.

October 26t; Walking the Hummelstown Halloween Parade & Food Booth at the
church.

October 31st: 6-8 pm Trick or Treat night in Hummelstown! Hand out candy to people
on Main street.

November 7th Drag Show Fundraiser: volunteers needed to help with concessions,
elevator, crowd control and ticket sales. There is no bingo this time, but volunteers
are still needed!

December 12th Christmas Tea volunteers needed to prepare/do dishes/ or serve teaq.

Neighbors in Need Offering received today!
(NIN) is a Special Mission Offering of the United
o Church of Christ, with one-third of the offering
Ne|ghbors given to the Council for American Indian
M Ministries and the remaining two-thirds
In Need supporting UCC justice ministries NIN is
transformative because it calls us to collective justice- a genuine ecosystem of
people who work collaboratively. Give online through Vanco or by check and
include NIN on the memo. When you give to Neighbors in Need, you help build a just
world for all. Thank you!
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THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE

2 Sunday October 4th

| All Gift Team Gathering &
& Potluck

® Stay after worship for
feIIowsh|p a chance to take your
family photo for the directory and a
gathering to check in on programs and
meet as teams.

Fellowship Hall

Monday October 5th
Wunder Institute

WUN DE R Classrooms

INSTITUTE

7 pm Community Singers
Sanctuary

7 pm Scouting America
Troops 66 & 6619
Keller Hall & Fellowship Hall

Wednesday October 7th
Meals & Music: California

Gather for dinner, or come
| for Bell Choir and Vocal
Choir rehearsal. This year we plan to go
through states for our dinner themel!

UPCOMING EVENTS
NSNS saturday October 17th
b Jim Thorpe Day Trip
3 . Sign up to be in the
s carpooll We plan to gather
for the 1 pm train to see the area, and
spend time in town checking out the
shops. Contact Pastor Beth with
questions and make sure you sign up so
we can help everyone gather in
carpools as needed!
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